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Atelier proposé à un public adulte, en anglais,  par les enseignantes de 
l’école maternelle les Jardins, Vedène, lors de la mobilité à Francavilla al 
Mar, en Italie, dans le cadre du projet ERASMUS « Les contes traversent 
les frontières européennes ».
Le thème était: enseigner la lecture. Cet atelier, intitulé « Le Petit 
Chaperon Rouge », inspiré de Narramus, s’adresse à des élèves de 
maternelle.



The Little Red Riding Hood
with pupils from the Kindergarden



Let’s play 
together



how tall is my 
wolf? 

According to the size of your 
wolf you will work together 

for the next two hours!

http://jt44.free.fr/jkl/loup-bataille-1-6.pdf



Look at the cover pages. 



Seek and find the 
titles.





Seek and find the 
Little Red Riding 
Hood.



4-6 years old 
children



Draw the Little Red Riding Hood.







The drawing tutorial given to the pupils.



How to teach a reading class in a nursery 
school. 

THE LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD

according to a French method called 
NARRAMUS, 

by Sylvie Cèbe and Roland Goigoux.  



Introduction: 

The aim is to work upon comprehension.
At the end of the sequence, pupils will be 
able to tell the story on their own, even if 
they can’t read. Pupils will follow some 
rituals with this method. 



There are 4 main points to work on:

- NARRATIVE SKILLS - understanding a story
- NARRATIVE SKILLS - telling a story
- VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR SKILLS
- TEACHING INFERENCE SKILL



 

NARRATIVE SKILLS - understanding a story

The child visualizes the story and builds up a mental cartoon.
The pupil visualizes what he has heard with both his knowledge and the support of 
the text.
The teacher gives the following instruction : 
« Listen to the story and imagine your own cartoon. »
 
1) Children say in their own words what they have imagined.
2) They compare with the picture from the book and confirm or invalidate their 
guess.
 
The illustration should not be shown, because as said Van der Broeck, Lorch and 
Thutlow in 1996:  « the child is more attacted to the picture than to the word. »



NARRATIVE SKILLS - telling a story
The aim is to teach the child to tell a story and to recreate the text in his own words.
 
The narrative / telling the story

Language skills for example: being able to tell a full sentence
 
     mental representation

Pupil’s
knowledge                Details from the text

     Goal

Reiteration of the story « is a language activity whose aim is for the child to say in his own 
words what he has understood of the story which has been read to him.»     Mireille 
Brigaudiot



VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR SKILLS

Learning how to memorize new words and expressions, and teaching how to use 
these words :

1. Pick out the words that most children ignore.
2. Teach their meanings by means of various exercises : translations, synonyms, 

rephrasing, explanations with the support of picture or photos.……
3. Show a picture of the new words close to reality.
4. Dictation of the new words and expressions by, for example, miming them at 

the gym lesson.
 
Example: make a vocab box available to all in the class.
 



TEACHING INFERENCE SKILL

« To infer is to produce some new information based upon already available 
information. »
N.Campion

This sequence enables the pupils to learn step by step and they will get 
used to some rituals.



Little Red Riding Hood 

in 5 modules



1st MODULE:

step 1 (20’)

Memorise the events of the first part of 
the fairytale.

First of all, the teacher reads the text 
written on a white sheet. The text 
refers to the first illustration.



Then, the teacher narrates this same 
text adding more details. (with no 
written support)
Later on, the teacher asks the pupils 
what the illustration of this part of the 
story could be. (imagination)
Then, the teacher shows the 
corresponding illustration and they 
compare it with what they had in mind. 



Then, we learn the new words found in the text.
The teacher has prepared in advance flash cards that will be 
gathered in a special box called “vocab box” which will be 
available in the class. 

This vocabulary will also be displayed on a wall of the class.



step 2 (20’)

We reactivate the vocabulary of the previous page.
The teacher reads the second page of the text written on the sheet of paper.
The teacher narrates the text.
The pupils imagine the illustration.
The teacher shows the illustration. The pupils say what they see on it.
A volunteer pupil sums up these first two pages. Then, the teacher asks the 
others to complete.



2ND MODULE

Step 1 :

Reactivate the words learnt in the first module with the help of the flashcards 
and remind the pupils of the beginning of the story. 
Show the two first illustrations and have a pupil tell the beginning of the story 
in their own words.



Step 2 :

The aim of this module is to 
imagine what the characters 
think. For example, is Little Red 
Riding Hood proud of taking food 
to her grand-mother or is she 
frightened to go there on her 
own, but doesn’t say?
Then, the teacher may suggest 
acting the beginning of the story 
with masks.



The teacher can also give materials he/she has prepared to help the pupils to 
narrate the story. For example, a model of the scene. 



Our homemade models of the 
scene





3RD MODULE

step 1:

Remind pupils of modules 1 and 2 and reactivate the new words.
Listen to the beginning of the story up to the end of the second page.
The teacher reads the third page of the text written on the sheet of paper, then narrates 
it.
Ask the pupils to build up an illustration in their mind.
Show the illustration and ask them to comment on what they see.
Try to imagine what the characters could feel or say.
Show the illustration of the 4th page and ask them to comment on the illustration.
They listen to the story up to this page.



2nd step:

As an extension:
Act out the story 
with masks.
Perform the new 
words learnt in 
dumb show during a 
physical activity 
lesson.
One group may act 
the scene with the 
help of an adult with 
the model/the 
masks or puppets.
One group may 
learn to draw the 
characters with a 
drawing tutorial.



2-dimensional storytelling 
support



4TH MODULE :

Remind the pupils of the story and 
reactivate the new words.
Same method as with the other pages in 
the previous modules. The teacher reads 
the 5th page, narrates it, asks what the 
illustration could be and then shows it.
To complete the session:
One pupil tells the story in his own 
words, his friends then complete.
They listen to the whole story.
A play can be improvised

Work can be done in the order of 
appearance of the characters.





5TH MODULE

Train to narrate the 
whole story.
Narrate with the other 
pupils.
Narrate on one’s own.
Narrate the story at 
home with models and 
paper puppets.
  



Type of activities given to the pupils in a 
kindergarden: 

- Cut and stick the pieces of paper to fill the Little Red Riding 
Hood.



- Draw the Little Red Riding Hood with the help of 
the drawing tutorial.



- Construction games: copy a model.
 



Make the cover of the 
picture book:
Paint, cut, trace, glue 

3-4 years old children



Remove the 3 intruders and put the images in chronological  
order 



Little Red Riding Hood divided into 6 parts.
PART 1: Once upon a time there was a sweet little girl. 
Everyone who saw her liked her, but most of all her 
grandmother, who did not know what to give the child 
next. Once she gave her a little cap made of red velvet. 
Because it suited her so well, and she wanted to wear it all 
the time, she came to be known as Little Red Riding Hood.
 
One day her mother said to her: "Come Little Red Riding 
Hood. Here is a piece of pie and some butter. Take them to 
your grandmother. She is sick and weak, and they will do 
her well. Mind your manners and give her my greetings. 
Behave yourself on the way, and do not leave the path"

PART 2: Little Red Riding Hood promised to obey her 
mother and waved her good bye. The grandmother lived 
out in the woods, a half hour from the village. When Little 
Red Riding Hood entered the woods a wolf came up to her. 
She did not know what a wicked animal he was, and was 
not afraid of him. "Good day to you, Little Red Riding 
Hood." - "Thank you, wolf." - "Where are you going so 
early, Little Red Riding Hood?" - "To grandmother's." - 
"And what are you carrying in your basket?" - 
"Grandmother is sick and weak, and I am taking her some 
pie and butter. We baked yesterday, and they should give 
her strength." - "Little Red Riding Hood, just where does 
your grandmother live?" - "Her house is a good quarter 
hour from here in the woods, under the three large oak 
trees. You must know the place," said Little Red Riding 
Hood. The wolf thought to himself: "Now there is a tasty 
bite for me. Just how are you going to catch her?" Then he 
said: "Listen, Little Red Riding Hood, haven't you seen the 
beautiful flowers that are blossoming in the woods? Why 
don't you go and take a look? It is very beautiful in the 
woods."

PART 3: Little Red Riding Hood 
opened her eyes and saw the 
sunlight breaking through the trees 
and how the ground was covered 
with beautiful flowers. She thought: 
"If a take a bouquet to 
grandmother, she will be very 
pleased. Anyway, it is still early, 
and I'll be home on time." And she 
ran off into the woods looking for 
flowers. Each time she picked one 
she thought that she could see an 
even more beautiful one a little way 
off, and she ran after it, going 
further and further into the woods.

PART 4: But the wolf ran straight to 
the grandmother's house and 
knocked on the door. "Who's 
there?" - "Little Red Riding Hood. 
I'm bringing you some pie and 
butter. Open the door for me." - 
"Just press the latch," called out the 
grandmother. "I'm too weak to get 
up." The wolf pressed the latch, and 
the door opened. He stepped 
inside, went straight to the 
grandmother's bed, and ate her up. 
Then he took her clothes, put them 
on, and put her cap on his head. He 
got into her bed and pulled the 
curtains shut.

PART 5: Little Red Riding Hood had run after flowers, and did not 
continue on her way to grandmother's until she had gathered all that 
she could carry. When she arrived, she found, to her surprise, that the 
door was open. She walked into the parlor, and everything looked so 
strange that she thought: "Oh, my God, why am I so afraid? I usually 
like it at grandmother's." Then she went to the bed and pulled back the 
curtains. Grandmother was lying there with her cap pulled down over 
her face and looking very strange. "Oh, grandmother, what big ears 
you have!" - "All the better to hear you with." - "Oh, grandmother, what 
big eyes you have!" - "All the better to see you with." - "Oh, 
grandmother, what big hands you have!" - "All the better to grab you 
with!" - "Oh, grandmother, what a horribly big mouth you have!" - "All 
the better to eat you with!" And with that he jumped out of bed, 
jumped on top of poor Little Red Riding Hood, and ate her up.

PART6: As soon as the wolf had finished this tasty bite, he climbed 
back into bed, fell asleep, and began to snore very loudly. A huntsman 
was just passing by. He thought it strange that the old woman was 
snoring so loudly, so he decided to take a look. He stepped inside, and 
in the bed there lay the wolf that he had been hunting for such a long 
time. "He has eaten the grandmother, but perhaps she still can be 
saved. I won't shoot him," thought the huntsman. So he took a pair of 
scissors and cut open his belly. He had cut only a few strokes when he 
saw the red cap shining through. He cut a little more, and the girl 
jumped out and cried: "Oh, I was so frightened! It was so dark inside 
the wolf's body!" And then the grandmother came out alive as well. 
Then Little Red Riding Hood fetched some large heavy stones. They 
filled the wolf's body with them, and when he woke up and tried to run 
away, the stones were so heavy that he fell down dead.
 
The three of them were happy. The huntsman took the wolf's pelt. The 
grandmother ate the pie that Little Red Riding Hood had brought. And 
Little Red Riding Hood thought to herself: "As long as I live, I will never 
leave the path and run off into the woods by myself if mother tells me 
not to."



Find in the text « difficult » words that can be 
dumb showed.



Flashcards



Find out all the illustrations 
in relation with your part of 

the story.



illustrations



Draw your own illustration 
using colored papers, felts, 
pencils in order to make a 

collective book. 















Encoded picture book by 
LAVATER

Each character can be represented 
by a sticker.



Train to act your scene.



The 
characters

Paper puppets



puppets

masks



The scene



Perform your play in front of everybody 
with puppets, paper puppets or masks.

.





THE END
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